
SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT 

SCBCS-411 

Semester IV 
 

 
Course Rationale: 

 

This paper offers perspectives on structural and systemic causes of underdevelopment and 

poverty at the global level. It examines various notions of development, underdevelopment 
and deprivation. It discusses various aspects of politics at international levels and how the 

large Multinational Corporations encroach on sovereignty of nation states.  
 

I. Colonialism and Governmentality in India 

 The ethonographic state and western view of society 

 State control –Knowledge, economy and polity 

 Caste, class, tribe and ethnicity 

 Reproducing marginalities 

 

II. Post independent India 

 Linguistic reorganisation of states and development issues 

 Plan commission and top to bottom approach 

 Temples of Modernity and issues 

 Bharat Vs India 

 
III. Social Structure and development : 

 Social structure as a facilitator / inhibitor 

 Development and socio-economic disparities 

 Gender and development 

 Culture and development : 

 Culture as an aid/ impediment 

 Development and displacement of tradition 

 Development and upsurge of ethnic movement 
 

IV. Political Economy of India 

 Caste and Politics 

 Congress System 

 Emergency and rights 

 Hindu Growth rate 

 Bureaucracy and Red tapism 
 

V. Liberalisation, Globalisation and Privatisation 

 Structural adjustment and the dawn to LPG 

 International pressures and GATT 

 Withdrawal of state and NGOisation  
 

VI. Social Movements and Judicial and Civil Activism 
 

 
Essential Readings: 



1. Wood Charles, Roberts Bryan (ed), 2005, Rethinking Development In Latin 
America, Penn State Press, 

2. Preston P.W., 1982, The Theories of Development, London Routledge, Kegan Paul 
3. Desai A.R., 1971, Essays on Modernization of Underdeveloped Societies, Thacker and 

Co., Bombay 
4. Datt and Sundaram, 2008, Indian Economy, S. Chand & Co., New Delhi 

5. Eade D. & Ligteringen E., 2006, Debating Development – NGOs and the future, Rawat 
Publications, Jaipur 

6. Escobar Arturo, 1995, Encountering Development, the making and unmaking of the third 
world, Princeton University Press, Princeton 

7. Kaviraj, Sudipta, 2010, The Trajectories of the Indian State, Ranikhet: Permanent Black 
8. Kothari Uma, A Radical History of Development Studies, Individuals, Institutions and 

ideologies, David Philip, Zed books, New York. 
9. Harrison D.H., 1988, The Sociology of Modernization and Development, London 

Routledge, Kegan Paul 
10. Webster Andrew, 1984, Introduction to the sociology of Development, London McMillan 

11. Wood Charles, Robert Bryan(ed), 2005, Rethinking Development in Latin America, Penn 
State Press 

12. Wallerstein E., 1979, The Capitalist World Economy, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge 

13. Browning, Halcli, Webster(ed), 1996, Understanding contemporary society: 
Theories of the present, SAGE Publications, London 

14. Joshi and Verma(ed), 1998, Social Environment for Sustainable Development, Rawat 
Publications, Jaipur 

15. Planning Commission, Govt. of India, 2008, Twelfth Five Year Plan 2012-17, Vol I 
Faster, More Inclusive and Sustainable Growth, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

16. Kher S. P. 2008 Navpravartan : Sutra Arthik Vikasache, Nandini Publishing House, Pune 
17. Vikasachya Prakriyetil Stree Prashna, 1999, Women's Studies Centre, Pune 

University, Pune 
18. Wolfgang Sachs(ed) 1992, The Development Dictionary; Orient Longman. 

 



METHODS IN SOCIAL RESEARCH 

SCBCS-412 

SEMESTER IV 

 

 
Course Rationale:  

 

The paper attempts to enable the student to undertake independent social research activities. 

It endeavours to instil the spirit of critical scientific reasoning such that a student can employ 
various perspectives/lens to comprehend societal processes.  

 
 

I. Introduction to Qualitative Research 

 Nature of qualitative research 

 Steps in qualitative research 

 Techniques of qualitative research 
 

II. Techniques 

 Ethnography 

 Participant Observation  

 Case Study Method 

 Content Analysis 

 Participatory Action Research 

 
III. Other Issues of Social Research  

 Ethical issues in social research 

 Politics of research  

 Application of Computers in Qualitative Research 

 Data Processing, Analysis and Interpretation 
 

IV. Thick and thin description, archival research, content analysis 
V. Triangulation method 

VI. Writing for peer reviewed journals 
 

References 

1. Bryman Alan, Social Research Methods, Oxford 2001 

2. Pauline Young, (1966) Scientific social surveys and research: an introduction to the 

background, content, methods, principles and analysis of social studies, Prentice Hall 
3. Denzin Norman, Lincoln Yvonna (ed) (2000), Handbook of Qualitative Research,  

Vol. I, Sage, New Delhi, Thousand Oaks. 
4. Somekh and Lewin (ed) (2005), Research Practices in Social Sciences, New Delhi : 

Vistar Publication. 

5. Babbie Earl, The Practice of Social Research, Wordsworth, 2001.. 

6. Ram Ahuja (2001), Research Methods, Rawat Publications, Jaipur.  

7.Bhandarkar and Wilkinson (2013), Methodology and Techniques of Social Research, 

Himalaya Publishing House. 



8. Pertti Alasuutari, Leonard Bickman & Julia Brannen (ed.) (2008),The Sage Handbook of 

Social Research Methods, SAGE Publications Ltd.   

 



URBAN SOCIOLOGY 

SCBCS-413 

SEMESTER IV 

Course Rationale: 

This course enables students to grasp the economic, political and social necessity behind the 
formation of towns and cities. It provides various theoretical perspectives in comprehending 

the spatial and temporal growth of the cities and also examines various causes for its decay 
and hierarchisation of its citizens.  

 

I. Urban Scenario in India : Issues and policies  

II. Slums and the ‘other’ city 

III. Global cities- Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Pune. 

IV. Urbanisation as a process in post independent India 

V. Ghettoisation in major cities; a critical perspective 

VI. Socio-cultural variables in urbanism as a way of life in Indian cities.  

 

References: 

 
1. C.G.Pickvance, (ed.): Urban Sociology: Critical Essays, Methuen, 1976 

2. David Harvey, The Urban Experience, Basil Blackwell, 1989. 
3. Manuel Castells, The Urban Question, Haspero, 1972. 

4. Peter Saunders,: Social Theory and the Urban Question, Hutchionnson, 1981 
5. Helen Safa, (ed.), Towards a political economy of urbanisation in the Third World 

Countries, OUP, 1982 
6. National Academic Council, Cities Transformed. Demographic Change and Its 

Implications in the Developing World, Academic Press, 2003 
7. R. Ramchandran, Urbanisation and Urban System in India, Delhi, 1989 

8. Sarai Readers, Nos 1 to 5, Delhi, 2001 onwards 
9. K. Sivaramkrishnan, A Kundu and B.N.Singh, Handbook of Urbanisation in India, 

Delhi, 2005 
10. Saskia Sassen, The Global City, Princeton, 1991 

11. Sharon Zukin, The Cultures of Cities, Blackwell, 1995 
12. Sujata Patel and Kushal Deb (ed) 2006, Urban Studies, OUP 

13. T.G.McGee, The Urbanisation Process in the Third World, G.Bell & Sons, 1971 
 



THEORIZING CASTE 

SCBCS-414 

SEMESTER IV 

 

Course Rationale: 

The objective of this course is to introduce various theories, perspectives and discourses on 

caste. It is designed to comprehend the myriad inter-relationship between power, knowledge 

construction, identity formation, state politics and interventions of the civil society.  This 

paper provides  

I. Caste politics in Rural India 

II. Caste networks and politics in Urban India 

III. The new middle class and caste as an identity in India 

IV. Caste based violence and extra state institutions  

V. Caste based electoral behaviour 

VI. Caste amongst Muslims and Christians in India 

References 

Aloysius  G. (2004), (ed.) No Freedom with Caste: The Menace of Hindu Imperialism, Media 

House, University of Michigan 

Ambedkar, B R (1990): Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches, Vol 9, edited by 

Vasant Moon, Education Department, Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai 

Chakravarti, U (2003), Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens, Bhaktal and Sen, Calcutta.  

Deshpande, A (2011), The Grammar of Caste: Economic Discrimination in contemporary India, 

Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Deshpande, S (2013), Caste and Castelessness: Towards a Biography of the ‘General Category’, 

Economic and Political Weekly; xlviii (15); 32-39 

Deshpande, Satish and Mary E John (2010): “The Politics of Not Counting Caste” Economic and 

Political Weekly, 45 (25) 

Dirks, N (2002): Castes of Mind - Colonialism and the Making of Modern India, Permanent  

Gupta, D. (2000), Interrogating Caste: Understanding hierarchy and difference in Indian society, 
Penguin, New Delhi 

Guru, G (2009), Humiliation: Claims and Context, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Guru, G (2007), 20th Century Discourse on Social Justice: a view from Bahishkrut Baharat’, in ed., 

Sabhyasachi Bhattacharya, History, Political thought in Modern India and Social Science, , Oxford 
University Press, New Delhi 2007. 

Guru, G (2012), Rise of the Dalit Millonaire: A low intensity spectacle, Economic and Political 
Weekly, XLVII ( 50) 



Jaffrelot, C (2000), Sanskritization vs. Ethnicization in India: Changing Identities and Caste Politics 
before Mandal, Asian Survey, 40 (5); 756-766. 

Jaffrelot, C (2000), The Rise of the Other Backward Classes in the Hindi Belt, Journal of Asian Studies, 
59 (1); 86-108. 

Jodhka, S (2012), Caste, Oxford India Short Introductions,Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Jodhka, S (2012), (ed.) Changing Caste: Mobility, Ideology, Identity, Sage, New Delhi 

Jodhka, S and Shah G (2010), Comparative Contexts of Discrimination: Caste and Untouchability in 
South Asia, Economicand Political Weekly, 45 (48); 99-106  

Khare, R.S. (2006), Caste, Hierarchy and Individualism: Indian Critiques of Dumont’s Contributions, 
Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Omvedt, G (1976) Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non Brahman Movement in Western 
India, 1873 to 1930, Popular Prakashan, Bombay 

Omvedt, G (1993) Reinventing Revolution: New Social Movements in India, M. E. Sharpe 
Incorporated 

Omvedt, G (2004), Caste System and Hinduism, Economic and Political Weekly, 39 (11); 1179-1180  

Quigley, D (2000), The Interpretation Of Caste, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Raheja, G.G (1996), Caste, Colonialism, and the Speech of the Colonized: Entextualization and 
Disciplinary Control in India, American Ethnologist, 23(3); 494-513 

Rao, A (2009). The Caste Question:Dalits and The Politics of Modern India, London: University of 
California Press 

Rao, A (ed.) (2003), Gender & Caste: Issues in Contemporary Indian Feminism, Kali for Women, New 
Delhi 

Reddy, D, (2005), The Ethnicity of Caste, Anthropological Quarterly, 78(3); 543-584 

Robb, P. ed. (1997), The Concept of Race in South Asia, Oxford University Press, New Delhi.  

Robb, P (1993), (ed.) Dalit movements and the meaning of labour in India, Studies on South Asia, 
Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Shah, A.M (2007) Caste in the 21st Century: From System to Elements, Economic and Political 
Weekly: XLII ( 44); 109-116 

Sheth, D (1991), The future of caste in India: a dialogue,  Contributions to Indian Sociology (n.s.) 
25:331-41 

Sheth, D (1999), ‘Secularisation of Caste and Making of New Middle Class’, Economic and Political 
Weekly, 34 (34/35); 2502-2510 

Teltumbde (2010) Counting Castes: Advantage the Ruling Class, Economic and Political Weekly, 
XLV(28); 10-11 

Ursula, S (1999), Caste (Concepts in the Social Sciences), Open University Press 



Visvanathan, S (2001), The Race for Caste: Prolegomena to the Durban Conference, Economic and 
Politcal Weekly, 36(27), 2512-2516 

 



 

SOCIOLOGY OF GLOBALISATION 

SCBCS-415 

SEMESTER IV 

 

Course Rationale: 

This paper will enable students to comprehend the historical reasons and trajectories that 

have led to the process of globalisation to emerge. It assesses the economic, political and 

socio-cultural effects of this process. The paper also endeavours to examine the socio-cultural 

and political effects of globalization on Indian society. It also assesses various perspectives 

on globalisation from disparate locations.  

 

I. Intellectual Property Rights and Exclusions 

II. Technology and neo-colonialism 

III. Market dominance and agrarian crisis in India 

IV. Global cities, Smart cities and the marginal society 

V. Emerging discontent against globalization in India 

VI. Globalization and Impact on the Social Institutions in India  

a. Family 

b. Marriage 

c. Education (with special reference to marginalized communities)  

d. Health (with special reference to marginalized communities) 

e. Labour  

f. Caste 

g. Class 

h. Tribes 

 

References  

 
1. Appadurai Arjun, 1996, Modernity at Large, University of Minnesota Press  

2. Applebaum R. and Robinson W., 2005, Critical Global Studies, Routledge, New York.  
3. Bremen Yan, 1993, Footlose Labour, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge  

4. Browning, Halcli, Webster(ed), 1996, Understanding contemporary society: Theories of 
the  present, SAGE Publications, London  

5. Cohen Robin and Shirin M.(ed), Global Social Movements, The Athlone Press, London  
6. Dubhashi P.R., 2002, Peoples Movement against Global Capitalism : EPW Feb.9  

7. Giddens Anthony, 2000, Runaway World : How globalization is reshaping our lives, 
Routledge, New York.  

8. Jha Avinash, 2000, Background to Globalization, Centre for Education and 
Documentation,  

Mumbai  
9. Kofman and Young, 2003, Globalization, Theory and Practice. Continuum, London  

10. Lechner F. and Boli J.(ed), 2000, The Globalization, Blackwell Oxford  



11. Schuurman Frans J. (ed) 2002, Globalization and Development Studies, Sage 
publications, New Delhi 49 

12. Upadhya C. and Vasavi A.R.(edt), 2007, In an outpost of the Global Economy: Work and  
Workers in India's information technology industry, Routledge India  

13. Waters M., 1995, Globalization, Routledge, London.  
14. Brahme, Sulabha, 2001, Samrajyashahi - Jagitikaranacha khara chehara,--  

15. Brahme, Sulabha, 2001, Gat karar, Patent kayada  
16. Gaikwad, Mukund Dr., 2001, Jagatikikaran shaap navhe varadan, Continental Prakashan  

17. Munagekar, Bhalachandra Dr., 2005, Bharatitil arthik sudharana ani dalit – Ek 
Ambedkari  

Drishtikon, Sugava Prakashan  
18. Pandit, Nalini,: 2001,Jagatikikaran ani Bharat, Lokwangmaya Griha  

19. Jogdand P. G, Bansode P., Meshram, N. G. (Ed.), 2008, Globalization and social justice, 
Rawat, Jaipur 



ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 

SCBCS-416 

SEMESTER IV 

 

Course Rationale: 

This paper presents diverse sociological perspectives on the interrelationship between 

environment, ecology and society. It discusses various power dimensions in accessing these 
resources and also demonstrates how class, caste, gender, tribe and ethnic identities are 

enmeshed in this power struggle.  
 

I. Problems of the Urban Environment: Pollution, Population and Slums 

II. Environmental Movements and the Politics of Development: Chipko, Narmada, Tehri, 
Baliapal 

III. Liberalisation, privatisation and Globalisation- Case of Monsanto and Vedanta 
IV. Market economy and encroachment of environment 

V. Initiatives of the State and International Agencies: Stockholm, Environment and 
Sustainable 

VI. Development, Rio conference, Kyoto conference 
 

References:  

 

1. Shiva, Vanadana: Staying Alive Women. Ecology and Survival in India, New Delhi: Kali 
for Women Press, 1988, pp.1-37, 218-228. 

2. Arnold, David and Guha, Ramchandra, (eds.): Nature, Culture and Imperialism, New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1955. 

3. Baviskar, Amita : In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflicts over Development in the 
Narmada Valley, OUP, Delhi, 1997. 

4. Gadgil, Madhav and Guha, Ramchandra: Ecology and Equity: The use and Abuse of 
Nature in Contemporary India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1996 

5. Merchant Carolyn: Ecology: Key Concepts in Critical Theory, Humanities Press, New 
Jersey. 

6. Shiv Visvanathan Bhopal: The Imagination of a Disaster, Alternatives, 1986, II, pp. 147-
65. 

7. Sen Amartya (1981) Poverty and Famines New Delhi:OUP 
8. Sunil Sahasrabudhey, Bhopal: Science Must Share the Blame, PPST Bulletin, 1985, 5; 6-

14,25-9 
9. Veena Das and Ashis Nandy: ‘Violence, Victimhood and the Language of Silence’, 

Contributions to Indian Sociology. 
 

 
 



HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA 

HCBCS-417 

SEMESTER IV 

Generic Elective Paper 

 
 

Course Rationale: 

 

 The paper aims to initiate an in-depth study of the dynamics of various changes that took 
place in India in this period. As the students are already familiar with the facts, an analytical 

approach is expected to be taken. 
 

   

Unit 1:  Indian Society 
a. Social Composition 

b. Women : Status, Property Rights, Reform Legislation, Political 
Participation 

c. Colonial Intervention, Modern education, Rise of the middle classes 
d. Tradition and Modernity 

 

Unit 2:  India after Independence 

a. Integration of Princely States 
b. Reorganisation of States 

 
Unit 3:  Indian constitution 

 
Unit 4:  Foreign Policy of India 

 Unit 5:  Making of the Indian State 

a. Beginnings of Planned Economy 

                             b. Industrial Policy and Land Question 

c. Education, health 

 
Unit 6:  Science and technology 

 

References:  

 Bipan Chandra et al, India after Independence, Penguin, New Delhi. 

 Chandtara, History of Freedom Movement in India, Vol. I., New Delhi, 1961. 

 Chandra Bipan et.al., India's Struggle for Independence, Penguin, New Delhi, 1988. 

 Dalton Dennis, Gandhi's Power, Non-Violence In Action, OUP, New Delhi, 2001. 

 Desai A. R. Social Background Of Indian Nationalism, Popular Prakashan, Mumbai, 

1959. 

 Fisher Michael H., Politics of British Administration in India, 1757-1857, OUP, New 

Delhi. 



 Heehs Peter, India's Freedom Struggle 1857 - 1947, OUP, New Delhi. 

 Nanda b. R., Gandhi : Pan-Islamism, Imperialism & Nationalism in India, OUP, New 
Delhi, 1001. 

 O. P. Mehra, Dictionary of Modern Indian History 

 Page David, Singh A. I., Moon Penderel & Khosla G. D., The Partition Omnibus, 

OUP, New Delhi, 2000. 

 S. R. Mehrotra, Rise of the Indian National Congress 

 Sarkar Sumit, Modern India, 1885-1947, Macmillan, New Delhi, 1983. 

 Sethi R. and Mahajan V. D., Constitutional history of India, S. Chand & Co., New 

Delhi, 1956. 

 Spear Percival, Oxford history of Modern India 1740 - 1975, OUP, New Delhi, 1995. 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT IN INDIA 

PCBCS-318 

Semester III 

 

Course Rationale: 

This paper deals with the grass root level democratic units and their significance to our 

democracy and governance, their Composition and powers and relevance of decentralization 

in contemporary set up. It also critically studies the relationship between people’s bodies and 

bureaucracy.  

Course Rationale: 

This paper deals with the grass root level democratic units and their significance to our 

democracy and governance, their Composition and powers and relevance of 

decentralization in contemporary set up. It also critically studies the relationship between 

people’s bodies and bureaucracy.  

 

Course Contains: 

Unit 

No. 

Title of the Topic/sub-topics Credits

/ Hours 

I Structure of Democratic Decentralization  1/15 

II 73
rd

 and 74
th
 Amendments 1/15 

III Urban local bodies: Municipal Corporations. Nagar Palika, Nagar 

Parishad, Cantonment boards. 

1/15 

IV Electoral process and Political Participation of deprived section of 
society.    

1/15 

V Urban development and development agencies in local bodies, 
NABARD, NGO and International Aid. 

1/15 

VI Evaluation and challenges before local self Government in India 

(Performance and Appraisal) 

1/15 

 

Reading List:  

1.   T.N. Chaturvedi (Ed) Contemporary Administrative Culture of India, New Delhi, Mittal, 

9197. 
1. Trivedi, K.D., Organization and Administrative Theories, 1994, Jaipur, Illustrated Book 

Publishers 
2. Aroara, Ramesh, K, and Mathur, P.C., Development Policy in India, 1986, New Delhi , 

Associated Publishing House 
3. Bava, Noorjahan, (ed.), Development Policies and Administration in Indeia , 1998, New 

Delhi, Uppal Publishers 
4. Bhattacharya, Mohit, Bureaucracy and Development Administration in India , 1991, 

New Delhi, Uppal Publishers , 1991 
5. Byres Terence J.,(ed) The State , Development Planning and Liberalization in India, New 

Delhi, Oxford University Press 



6. Gakari, S.S., et al., Organisation of the State Government of Maharashtra, 1992, 
Bombay, Himalaya Publishing House 

7. Maheshwari,S, Indian Administration, 2001, New Delhi , Orient Lonman 
8. Singh, Hoshiar, Indian Administration, 2001, New Delhi, Kitab Mahal 

9. Indian Journal of Public Administration, July-Sept., 1997, Special Issue 
10. Maheshwari, S.R., Local Government in India, New Delhi, Orient Longman, , latest 

edition 
11. Muttalib M.A., ed. Al., Theory of Government, 1983, New Delhi, Sterling Publishers. 

12. Sachdeva, Pradeep, Dynamics of Municipal Government and Politics in India, 1991, 
Allahabad , Kitab Mahal  

13. Singh, Hoshiar, Local Government – (India, Britain, France, U.S.A), 1997, New Delhi, 
Kitab Mahal. 

14. Wadhwani, M and Mishra, S.N., Dreams and Realities, Expectations from Panchayati  
Raj, 1996, New Delhi, IIPA. 

15. Arora, R.K. and P.C. Mathhur, Development Policy in India, Associated Publisher 
House, New Delhi, 1986. 

16. Singh N., Administration and Development of Indian State, New Delhi – Anmol 
Publication Ltd. 1988. TMV Lib, Ac. No . 047822. 

17. Singh S.N., Administrative Culture & Development, Mittal Publication , Delhi 1997. 
18. Singh U.B. Administrative System in India, Vedic age to 1947-A.P. Publication 19098, 

TMV Lib .Ac. No. 649026. 
19. Maheshwari S., Administrative Theory and introduction , McMillan India Ltd. 1998. 

TMV Lib. Ac. No. 05217. 
20. Singh Hoshiar, Aspect of Indian Administrative, RBSA Publication 1994 Jaipur. 
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