
 

PhD Entrance Test  

A.Y-2026-27 

Subject: Sanskrit Syllabus 
 

Units  Topics 

Unit 1: Language and 

Literature 

Grammar: word formation, sentence construction, derivation of 

nouns and verbs, tradition of the trimuni Vyakarana, Texts: 
Ashtadhyayi, Siddhantakaumudi 

 

History of Sanskrit Literature: Vedic Literature, Indian Epics 

and Puranas, Classical Sanskrit Literature (Kavyas and Rupakas), 
Katha literature, Champu, Stotras and Subhashitas 

Unit 2: Vedic 

Literature 

Vedic Deities: Indra, Varuna, Agni, Soma, Ashvinau, Maruts, 

Ushas, Deities in the Aditya Mandala, Female deities. 

 

Vedic Rituals: Shrauta (Haviryagas and Somayagas) and Grihya 
Rituals 

 

Philosophy: Philosophical ideas in ten principal Upanishads 
 

Texts: Subject matter of Rigveda, Atharvaveda, Shatapatha 

Brahmana, Ishavasyopanishad, Tattiriyopanishad, 

Chhandogyopanishad, Brihadaranyakopanishad, Apastamba 
Shrautasutra, Ashvalayana Grihyasutra, Paraskara Grihyasutra, 

Nirukta 

Unit 3: Classical 

Literature 

 

Texts: Pancha-Mahakavyas, Svapnavasavadatta, 

Malavikagnimitra, Abhjnanashakuntala, Uttararmacharita, 
Mrichchhakatika, Mudrarakshasa, Ratnavali, Kadambari  

Unit 4: Indian 

Aesthetics, Poetics 

and Dramaturgy 

 

Six Sampradayas: History and tradition 

 

Texts: Natyashastra, Kavyaprakasha, Dhvanyaloka, 
Sahityadarpana, Vrittaratnakara  

Unit 5: Darshanas Six orthodox and three heterodox darshanas 

 

Texts: Sankhyakarika, Yogasutra, Tarkasangraha, 

Mimamsaparibhasha, Arthasangraha, Vedantasara 
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